PERSONAL FINANCE

Ms. Biesemeyer


Contact Information:

E-mail:  kami.biesemeyer@jcschools.us
Course Description
As a required graduation course, the primary focus of this nine-week course is to help students make wise spending, saving, and credit decisions and to make effective use of income to achieve personal financial success. Students will learn the basics of researching a career, writing a resume, developing a spending plan, how to open up and manage a savings & checking account, how to develop and maintain their credit history, and learn about different types of investments.
Course Materials

1. There is no book for this class.  Students need to have a 2-inch or 3-inch three ring binder to organize all class notes, handouts, and assignments. 

2. 5 tab dividers for three ring binder

3. Pencils and pens
4. Highlighter
5. Calculator (basic 4 function) separate from a phone calculator
Course Policies:
1. Turn in Assignments/Projects on time. Turn in all assignments/projects on time. Any work turned in after I have collected assignments (even if it is turned in five minutes later) is considered late. 
2. Google Classroom:  We will utilize “Google Classroom” for notes, assignments and projects.
3. Absences & Make-Up Work.  Students who have an excused absence from class will have two school days for each day of excused absence to make up work assigned or given on the day of the absence. This means a student who is excused absent from class on Monday has until the end of the school day Thursday to complete Monday's class work or to take any test given on Monday. Students who miss class for school sponsored activities of any kind will be expected to turn in work and to pick up assignments they will miss ahead of time. Students who have an unexcused absence will not be given credit for any work given on the unexcused absence day.  That means DON’T SKIP CLASS!  It is the student's responsibility to check with the teacher for what he or she missed when absent and to pick up any needed materials so that the student will be prepared for the next class.  ABSOLUTELY NO WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR A UNIT ONCE TESTING FOR THAT UNIT HAS OCCURRED.  

4. Be to class on time. Students are expected to be in the classroom and in their assigned seats when the bell rings, not running into the room!  Students coming into class late must have a signed pass.  If you come in late without a signed pass, you are considered tardy.  If you are tardy, please come in quietly, have a seat, and begin working – try not to interrupt class anymore than necessary.  After the third tardy, I will contact parents. For every tardy after three, you will then be required to serve a 15 minute detention with me before or after school.  
5. Be Prepared. Students are expected to always bring their binders, assignments, planners, ink pens, pencil, calculators, highlighter and other necessary work to class every day.
6. Be honest. Don't risk ruining your good name and reputation as a scholar by lying or cheating.  I will follow the discipline plan outlined in your student planner.  Academic dishonesty includes submitting another student's or another source's work as your own, allowing anyone to see and/or to copy your homework, and using research sources without proper citations.  
7. Be respectful. Treat everyone and their ideas with respect. Be respectful of school property, including textbooks, desks, and computers. Respect the teacher’s personal space and property. 

8. Classroom Behavior.  I do not tolerate inappropriate language, sleeping in class, or talking while I am talking.  Be responsible for your own actions.
9. iPad usage:  iPads are a tool used to enhance student learning.  I will designate times in which we will utilize iPads during class.  Usage outside of these times or for non-educationally purposes will not be prohibited.  If these guidelines are not followed, parents or guardians will be contacted and a referral may be given.
10. Cell Phone Usage.  Cell phones are a privilege, not a RIGHT!!
Cell phones are to remain in your backpack unless I advise differently.  If a student is discovered utilizing their cell phone during an undesignated time during class, a warning will be issued to the student.  A second offense equals loss of cell phone privileges for the remainder of the term and a phone call home.  Further usage will equate to an office referral
Course Procedures

1. All written assignments should be legible and turned into the black basket located on the desk on time.

2. Students are expected to read and follow directions and use time wisely.  

3. Passes out of class.  Students will need their planners to leave the class.  Passes to the bathroom, locker, counselor, etc. are not given on a daily basis.  Unless there is a medical concern, students are given 5 bathroom passes to use throughout the semester.
Grading Policy/Assessment
Grades will come from daily assignments, tests, and projects.  Each of the four units will have a project and test.  Tests and projects are worth 80% of your grade.  Daily assignments will be worth 10%.  A final comprehensive exam worth 10% of your grade will be given at the end of the course.  The following grading scale will be used:
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Academic Lab

Academic lab is available every Wednesday and Thursday.  This is a great time to make-up tests, get extra help, or serve detention minutes for being tardy to class.  
Personal Class Statement
Welcome to Personal Finance class!  I feel this is a very important subject for all students to learn.  Personal Finance is so important for your financial future.  These are skills you will use everyday of your life.  I believe every student is able to be successful and I will help in whatever way I can to help you learn.  

Additional Information
I arrive at school by 7:30 a.m. and can be found in room 112 in JC. I am also available after school in room 112.  Please stop by, ask questions or work on projects.  I will handout grade reports periodically.  You and your parents are more than welcome to e-mail me anytime for grade updates or questions about projects/assignments. 
PERSONAL FINANCE

SYLLABUS VERIFICATION SHEET

2016 – 2017
Please keep the first two pages of this syllabus and return this page to Ms. Biesemeyer on the next school day.  Signing below indicates that you (parent/guardian) and the student have reviewed the attached class syllabus.  This form will be kept for documentation purposes.

Printed Student’s Name:  _________________________________________________________________

Signed Student’s Name:  __________________________________________________________________

Printed Parent/Guardian’s Name:  __________________________________________________________

Signed Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________

Best way to contact parent/guardian if necessary:  _____________________________________________

(Please circle:  email, home phone number, work phone number and/or cell phone number)
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